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tuse and inert Catholics, and active and in-
telligent Free-masons/'* Waldeck-Rousseau,
when Prime Minister, was impelled by the force
of public opinion to refer the monastic question
to parliament.

M. Georges Trouillot, a former Minister
of the Colonies, and subsequently member of
several cabinets, was made chairman of the
parliamentary commission which investigated
the whole matter. His report, filled with facts
of all kinds upon the orders, presented a trust-
worthy and solid basis for action. The dis-
courses of MM. Brisson, Bourgeois, and the
Prime Minister added important data. Hitherto
the public had listened to much prejudiced
gossip, vague rumours had been circulated, but
now unquestionable evidence was at hand. It
was shown that 5,613 monastic establishments
paid patents on account of their industrial and
commercial pursuits,2 449 were devoted to
ready-made clothing, 5 sold wine at wholesale,

6  liquor at wholesale, 4 at retail, 2 pure alcohol,

7 were makers of cordials, etc.   In twenty years
their property had risen from  700*000,000 to
over 1,000,000,000 francs.3

It was further demonstrated that they had

1 Chaigne, Menus propos, p. 57.          2 Trouillot, op. cit.f p. 97.

8 Waldeck-Rousseau, op. tit., p. 40.